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in which they are engaged, but that they have a
responsibility also to their country, and although
they may have no party politics they are entitled
to the name of statesmen in so far as they actually
serve the State.

Perhaps that is the secret of the success of
democracy in this country, and as long as that
continues to be the case we may be satisfied that our
institutions are in no danger. We are now in the
presence of a competition from States where the
whole people have willingly given up their liberty
in order to secure efficiency. To us me loss of that
liberty would out-weigh all the advantages that
might be gained in others ways, but, all the same,
I do not think we need fear the competition, pro-
vided we use our liberty wisely.

That does not mean that we should base ourselves
on the principle of each for himself and the Devil
take the hindmost, but that we should rather
encourage each individual to follow out his own
initiative, subject always to a due regard for the
rights and liberties of others.

These thoughts are very much in accordance with
the views of his father when the latter declared that the
common aim should be "not every man for himself,
but each for all". At the conclusion of his Manchester
speech the Prime Minister returned to the subject:

I have pointed out that the relations between
the State and industry tend all the time to grow in
intimacy and complexity. I welcome that fact
which I believe to be valuable for industry and the
country generally. Broadly speaking I would say
that the proper function of government in relation
to industry is to create the conditions for trade and